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NORWEGIAN FOLK TALES were collected and published in the mid 19th century by Peter Christian Asbjørnsen (1812-1885) and Jørgen Moe (1813-1882). The folk tales were early on illustrated by our leading artists, and contributed to the development of a national identity. The book contains 20 of the most wellknown folk tales, such as: White-Bear-King-Valemon, Little Freddie and his Fiddle, The Seventh Father of the House, The Princess who Always had to have the Last Word.



This is a book published in the series NORWEGIAN HERITAGE. A series of books about a range of Norway’s best-known national icons. The respective titles deal with significant figures within arts and literature, science, sports and society, as well as the country’s many natural wonders, important historical periods and cultural topics. Each book offers the reader an updated introduction to readers who wish to familiarize themselves with a given subject.

See www.norwegian-heritage.no for more titles and information about the series.

The books are published in Norwegian and English.
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The abandoned mountain farm Skageflå lies approx. 250 metres above Geirangerfjorden, with a magnificent view of the waterfalls known as The Seven Sisters




Foreword

The Norwegian fjord landscape is incredibly varied. It ranges from the vast Sognefjorden, more than 200 km long, to the tiny, narrow Jøssingfjorden, with only three kilometres. Both offer an abundance of history and magnificent surroundings.

The fjord landscape features such ‘celebrities’ as Geirangerfjorden, with a series of high farms far up the sides of the valley. It includes Nærøyfjorden, where the slopes are so steep that it is only possible to establish human habitation in a few locations. The fjord landscape also boasts Lysefjorden, which is surrounded by some of Norway’s highest precipices, and, not least, Hardangerfjorden, famous for the incomparable blossoming of its fruit trees. The Norwegian fjord family further comprises busy waterways such as Oslofjorden and beauties such as Kristiansandsfjorden.

All of these fjords, and more besides, will be presented in this book via texts and photographs. There are descriptions of the scenery, history and possible trips around the individual fjords.

The recognised travel magazine National Geographic Traveler Magazine has recently declared the Norwegian fjord landscape to be the best travel destination in the world, outstripping such competitors as Pompeii, the Chinese Wall and Venice by a sizeable margin. Nærøyfjorden in Sogn og Fjordane and Geirangerfjorden in Møre og Romsdal have recently been included on the prestigious UNESCO World Heritage List. If you join the round trip of the fjords in this book, you will understand why.

Have a great trip!

Asker, May 2010
Per Roger Lauritzen
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